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A new section is being added to the Montana Code Annotated that will require all - GRUSTETOREITIE B

license applicants to submit fingerprints for a federal criminal background check.

MCA § 37-8-202 is being amended so that, in addition to nurses, medication aides
licensed by the board of nursing may also be referred to the medical assistance
program established by the board which now serves LPNs and RNs.

OVERVIEWOF DIVISION'SPOSITIONINCLUDING DATAIN SUPPORT
Background Checks:

The Board wants to come into alignment with the majority of the other states in the US that require a
criminal background check at application for licensure in the state. Currently, MT is one of only 14 other
states that do not require this check. In all the states with fingerprint checks, the applicant bears the cost of
the check through the application fees.

Compared with other procedures (such as a self-report), fingerprint-based criminal background checks
provide the most thorough information about an applicant, including convictions across state lines. Not all
applicants with a criminal history are denied licensure. Information from fingerprint-based criminal
background checks would provide the Board of Nursing information necessary to make the most informed
decision for safety of the public. The new FBI Rap Back Service as part of a federally based background
check would provide the Board with notice of any subsequent criminal activity the licensee may have in the
future.

Addition of Medication Aides | & Il to the Medical Assistance Program:

The Board of Nursing has two license types that were recently added by the legislature: Medication Aide |
and Medication Aide Il who work in either assisted living or long term care settings. The Nurses Assistance
Program (NAP) should be available for these licensees so that they can be monitored effectively and be
assisted to rehabilitate from a substance use disorder, just like the nurses.
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